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Larry Sparks is an insider, and he thinks that’s just what the univer-sity needs right now. He became the school’s interim chancellor on 
Jan. 2, departing from the Office of Adminis-
tration and Finance to replace Jeffrey Vitter, 
the university’s shortest-tenured chancellor.
“What’s needed most is consistency,” 
Sparks said last week. “There’s not a lot of 
time to learn and to get up to speed about 
relationships and priorities in an interim role 
to someone coming in from the outside.”
To be successful, a chancellor should form 
a relationship with the state. Interim Chan-
cellor Sparks is conscious of the money and 
power at play in the state college board, and 
he exudes an understanding of how exactly 
it all works. He spent 10 years as an employ-
ee of the Institutions of Higher Learning, 
and he quite literally wrote the institution’s 
funding formula.
It looks like Sparks has the trust of the 
state’s leadership, and he’s candid about 
his connections to one of Mississippi’s most 
important institutions. Because of his deep 
roots in higher education finances, he sees 
the university for what it means in terms of 
statewide gains and losses. He’s not neces-
sarily ignoring the day-to-day needs of the 
student body, but he’s certainly focused on 
the bigger picture.
How will we get to where we need to be 20 
years from now? Interim Chancellor Sparks 
thinks it’s by investing in enrollment among 
Mississippians, physically developing our 
campus resources and upholding relation-
ships with powerful people across the state.
AN ACCIDENTAL JOURNEY
Ole Miss has always been a part of Larry 
Sparks’s life, but he never thought he’d be in 
this position.
The Oxford native said he initially wanted 
to work at the university because of the 
tuition benefits he’d receive while earning his 
master’s degree. After he entered the indus-
try of higher education, however, he never 
MAN OF THE 
INSTITUTION
SEE INTERIM PAGE 4
More than 20 years on campus, 
10 at the state education board 
and a lifetime in Oxford make 
Interim Chancellor Larry 
Sparks a man of the institution.
SLADE RAND
DMEDITOR@GMAIL.COM
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: DEVNA BOSE
PAGE 2 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 4 FEBRUARY 2019 OPINION
ISSN 1077-8667
The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays in print during the academic year, on 
days when classes are scheduled. New content is published 
online seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The 
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless 
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than 
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel. 
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names 
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited 
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information 
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students 
should include grade classification and major; letters from 
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or 
department where the person is employed.
S. Gale Denley Student Media Center





Business Hours:   Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
THE DAILY
MISSISSIPPIANTHE DM NEWS TWITTER 
@thedm_news
THE DM SPORTS TWITTER 
@thedm_sports
THE DM A&C TWITTER 
@thedm_AandC 
THE DM DESIGN TWITTER 
@thedm_visuals
THE DM INSTAGRAM 
@thedailymississippian
THE DM SNAPCHAT 
@thedm_news
S. GALE DENLEY  
STUDENT MEDIA CENTER




























































arts & culture editor
ELIZA NOE
assistant arts & culture editor
thedmfeatures@gmail.com
As many already know — be 
it from first or second hand 
experience — there’s a flu 
outbreak at Ole Miss. This isn’t 
especially surprising: influenza 
activity in the United States 
peaks in January, and the 
density of a university makes 
for a viral hotbed. And, because 
flu shots do not cover all strains 
of the flu, it’s still possible for 
an immunized person to get 
the flu. According to the CDC, 
people with the flu can spread it 
to others within six feet. What, 
then, would be a better site for 
contagion than a lecture hall?
Consider the case of a 
student who feels ill, suspects 
the flu and goes to see a 
doctor. At the end of the 
appointment, the doctor sends 
the student away armed with 
advice, prescriptions and — 
importantly — a doctor’s note. 
The doctor’s note is to make 
sure that the student does not 
feel the need to leave home 
while still contagious and give 
someone else the flu.
Now, many professors would 
accept a doctor’s note and 
excuse the student’s absence 
from lecture, as they should. 
The student would not be 
penalized for staying home by 
way of an attendance-grade 
deduction. The issue, however, 
is that there are still other 
incentives for the student to 
go class. By staying home, the 
student might not be able to 
sit for reading checks, quizzes, 
exams and other in-class 
assignments.
After contacting his or her 
professor, the student finds that 
— while attendance is excused 
— the student’s failure to sit for 
these in-class assignments is 
not. The professor tells him or 
her that a quiz is too small of 
an assignment to make-up or 
that an exam is too great of an 
assignment to ignore. And now, 
the student again finds himself 
or herself incentivized to go 
to class, which would impede 
his or her own recovery and 
jeopardize the health of each 
classmate.
Many readers will recognize 
the case of this student because 
it’s the case of so many. The 
flu outbreak at Ole Miss is 
an urgent matter of public 
health, and by not completely 
and totally excusing absences, 
professors are making it 
significantly worse.
I fear that many people 
reading this overestimate 
the effectiveness of modern 
medicine and are tempted to 
downplay the real harms of a flu 
outbreak. During the 2017-18 
flu season, influenza killed an 
estimated 80,000 people in the 
United States, and that figure 
does not include thousands 
of other life-threatening cases 
that required hospitalization. 
There’s a tendency to assume 
that a university community 
is composed entirely of young, 
healthy and resilient people, 
but that assumption fails to 
consider those with weakened 
immune systems, such as the 
elderly and the chronically ill, 
of which there are many in our 
community.
If you have the flu, stay 
home. If you have the flu but 
are worried about missing 
an in-class assignment, still 
stay home. And if you are a 
member of the Ole Miss faculty, 
reconsider your own policy 
toward excused absences. If 
an assignment is too large to 
ignore it, offer a make-up; if an 
assignment is too small to offer 
a make-up, ignore it. This is 
the best way for sick people to 
get healthy, and this is the only 
way for healthy people to stop 
getting sick.
John Hydrisko is a sophomore 
English and Philosophy 




Classes are making the flu outbreak worse
COLUMN
CORRECTION 
A caption on the front page of 
Friday’s Daily Mississippian 
incorrectly identified Marcia Cole, the 
keynote speaker at the university’s 
Black History Month kickoff.
THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 4 FEBRUARY 2019 | PAGE 3
OPEN LATE! SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AMTHURS-SAT 10:30 AM-3 AM
32049
Turner Center Room 212
imsports@olemiss.edu
915-5573
4v4 Flag Football 
Tournament
Registration Deadline  
2.19 Noon
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave 
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com
Earn $12-$18 per hour
NOW HIRING
Register at IMLeagues.com/OleMiss or 
on the REC*IT app.
Register for Spring 
Intramural Sports!
Basketball League
Registration Deadline  
2/5 Noon
Single Table Tennis 
Tournament
Registration Deadline  
2/12 Noon
DOMINO’S 




1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE  
NEXT TO LARSON’S CASH SAVER
DOMINO’S 
WEST &  
OLE MISS   
CAMPUS
662.236.3030







First sexual assault of semester reported in Luckyday
A sexual assault was 
reported on Jan. 28 to the 
University Police Department, 
making it the first on-campus 
sexual assault reported this 
semester.
UPD Lieutenant Jeremy 
Cook said the alleged assault 
happened in the Luckyday 
Residential College and that 
the two students involved 
knew each other.
“In this particular case, the 
student came to UPD,” Cook 
said. “The report wasn’t the 
same day that (the assault) 
happened, but it was days 
after it happened. She filed 
the report with UPD that she 
had possibly been sexually 
assaulted.”
Cook did not release the 
identities of the students 
involved or any details of 
how the investigation is 
being conducted, but he 
said, normally, an officer 
conducts an investigation 
by interviewing the people 
involved in the assault as well 
as any witnesses.
Cook said one of the main 
things UPD has done to help 
survivors of sexual violence is 
spread the word that people 
can report sexual assault 
crimes to them.
This marks the eleventh 
reported sexual assault case 
of the 2018-19 academic year. 
Last academic year, there 
were 20 reported sexual 
assaults. Cook said he isn’t 
surprised by the number of 
reported assaults, and he 
hopes people will trust UPD 
and continue to report sexual 
violence to them.
“I think that’s why people 
are more willing to report 
now,” he said. “In the years 
past, nobody really wanted 
to come (to UPD) and make a 
report because of the backlash 
they may get from other 
students or because of the 
treatment that they get from 
different law enforcement 
professionals.”
Cook said when a sexual 
assault is reported to UPD, 
they conduct an investigation 
and inform the survivor of 
the courses of action that 
are available to them. These 
options include filing charges 
with the city, communicating 
with the university’s Title IX 
office or filing charges with 
UPD.
“We never pressure a 
survivor into filing charges,” 
Cook said. “All we do is let 
them know the resources that 
are available to them.”
Cook said the reported 
assault is still under 
investigation and, as of 
the time of publication, no 
charges had been filed.
Colleen Fay, the president 
of Rebels Against Sexual 
Assault, also said she isn’t 
surprised by the amount of 
reported sexual assaults.
“What we know about 
sexual assault in reporting 
is that it’s underreported,” 
Fay said. “We know that even 
though there have been 11 
reports, unfortunately, there 
have probably been many 
more that have happened and 
haven’t been reported.”
Fay said the best way to 
move forward and continue 
the conversation around 
sexual violence is to let 
survivors of sexual assault 
know the resources that are 
available to them and to 
support them.
“I think the best way is 
to move forward is to keep 
educating ourselves,” Fay 
said. “Also, making sure that 
the way we talk about sexual 
assault is appropriate and we 
don’t joke about it.”
According to the National 
Sexual Violence Resource 
Center, in eight out of 10 
cases of rape, the survivor 
knows the perpetrator, and 
one in three women and one 
in six men will experience 
some form of contact sexual 
violence in their lifetime.
“I think there’s been a huge 
shift in the conversations 
around sexual violence,” 
Fay said. “I think it’s getting 
better, but it’s not perfect. 
There’s still so much that 
could be done.”
Survivors of sexual violence 
can contact the sexual assault 
hotline at 1-800-656-4673 
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found his way out. He’s been at 
Ole Miss since 1997 and previ-
ously served as deputy assistant 
commissioner for finance and 
administration in the IHL.
While he says he never 
planned to become so en-
trenched in statewide higher 
education, Sparks is definitely 
happy where he is.
“It was an accidental journey, 
which sometimes are the best 
and pay the best dividends and 
rewards,” Sparks said.
His selection as interim 
chancellor may be a reward 
for his service to the university 
and, more importantly, to the 
state education board.
Sparks worked for the IHL 
starting in the late 1980s and 
was “deeply involved” in cre-
ating the formula the IHL uses 
to fund its eight universities. 
The IHL disburses funds based 
on academic success and cost 
of instruction. In a Feb. 2018 
interview, Chancellor Jeffrey 
Vitter said Ole Miss was being 
underfunded according to what 
the formula suggests. Sparks 
said the university has been 
“well-managed” financially.
“Would we welcome an 
increase in appropriations? 
Absolutely. But I can tell you, I 
understand the challenges our 
legislature faces and the size 
of our economy in the state,” 
Sparks said.
Sparks has worked at Ole 
Miss since the late nineties, and 
in his last 12 years as vice chan-
cellor for administration and 
finance, he’s seemingly done it 
all. His former job description 
on the school’s website ranges 
from budget and landscape 
services to campus mail and 
airport operations.
His passion is rooted 
in numbers, and he calls 
himself a “math nerd.” Sparks 
knows that at a school as large 
and complex as Ole Miss, the 
specifics are important.
“We don’t just buy utilities; 
we are the utility,” Sparks said. 
“It’s a different aspect, and in-
dividuals outside the university 
may not think of that, just as an 
added level of complexity.”
He understands the role the 
university plays in the lives 
of students every day, from 
housing to food services and 
healthcare, but also the greater 
role a place like Ole Miss is 
expected to play in advancing 
the state. Sparks’s perspective 
could be a result of his close 
relationship with the state’s 
top decision makers, from the 
legislature to the IHL.
“I think one of the things 
that has helped tremendously 
is the number of years I’ve 
been here, the relationships 
I’ve built and — no other way 
to say it — the love of the insti-
tution,” Sparks said.
Though he seems keen to 
have Ole Miss provide what the 
state expects out of its flag-
ship university, that’s not why 
Sparks accepted the job.
“What convinced me, is that 
I have a love for this place,” 
Sparks said. “I want this place 
to continue to improve … and I 
thought one of the best choices 
was to have someone that has 
been here and has relationships 
and just can continue.”
THE ONE-YEAR PLAN
The last time Ole Miss 
sought to replace a chancel-
lor, Morris Stocks served as 
the interim chancellor for 
seven months. During that 
time, the university decided 
to remove the Mississippi 
state flag from campus.
The first step in the IHL’s 
search for a new chancellor 
is for the board to form a 
Board Search Committee. 
Caron Blanton, director of 
communications for the IHL, 
said the board has not yet 
appointed a committee.
“The time a search takes var-
ies from search to search, de-
pending on when it begins and 
how it fits with the academic 
calendar,” Blanton said.
Sparks said he plans to serve 
one year as interim chancellor 
and hopes to accomplish his 
mission of righting the ship in 
that time. He’ll return to his 
post in the Office of Adminis-
tration and Finance after his 
interim period, which is being 
headed by Assistant Vice Chan-
cellor for Administration and 
Human Resources Clay Jones 
and Controller Nina Jones in 
his absence.
While Sparks’s plans in 
office are based on this one-
year model, the time frame 
is ultimately decided by the 
IHL board.
“If it is a shorter or longer 
period of time, then we’ll deal 
with that when it happens,” 
Sparks said.
Leveling out enrollment, 
bringing in more Mississippi 
students and strengthening 
relations with the state seem 
to be high on Sparks’s list of 
“things we want to accom-
plish.” He said that, in the 
last several years, he and the 
upper administration have had 
to manage an “explosion in 
growth” that the university was 
unprepared for.
Between fall 2003 and fall 
2013, enrollment on the Oxford 
campus climbed from 12,950 
to 18,427. That upward trend 
proved inconsistent and es-
sentially, unmanageable. Since 
then, enrollment has stalled 
and leveled out.
INTERIM
continued from page 1
Larry Sparks 
Interim Chancellor




your mind, but 




that you never 
dreamed up and 
you never knew 
existed, and that’s 
how I can define 
this one.”
“
“You can’t make 
decisions based 
on what you 
think is best 
for the next 20 
minutes or the 
next 20 days. 
You’ve got to be 
looking at what’s 
in the best long-





Larry Sparks became the interim chancellor of the University of Mississippi on Jan. 2, replacing Jeffrey Vitter. Sparks plans to remain the interim for one year 
while the state IHL board continues the search for a permanent chancellor. 
GRAPHIC: HAYDEN BENGE
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PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
“We made a conscious deci-
sion. We put metrics in place 
that could help us in terms of 
managing the out-of-state num-
bers. I didn’t say decline, but to 
manage the growth, the level of 
growth,” Sparks said.
Sparks knows Ole Miss needs 
to recruit out-of-state students, 
but he’s passionate about 
growing the university’s in-state 
reputation. He said he wants to 
have a spot for every Mississippi-
an who applies and is eligible for 
admission.
“What I’m saying is that we 
are looking to invest more into 
the recruitment of Mississippi 
students,” he said.
This push for in-state enroll-
ment points to Sparks’s goal of 
building infrastructure statewide 
and working hand-in-hand with 
the state government to do so.
“We also need to continue 
relationships with those that 
support us externally, whether it 
be legislative or it be those that 
are interested in helping the 
institution,” Sparks said.
LOOKING AHEAD
Though he’s only planning 
for one year in the office, 
Interim Chancellor Sparks 
wants to focus on challenges 
much further down the line.
“You can’t make decisions 
based on what you think is 
best for the next 20 minutes 
or the next 20 days. You’ve 
got to be looking at what’s in 
the best long-term interest of 
the university,” Sparks said.
For Sparks, many of 
the university’s long-term 
interests involve building in-
frastructure for a larger and 
more modern student body.
Construction projects 
at the student union and 
South Campus Recreation 
Center should be 
complete before 
June, but Sparks 
has his eye on 
a much bigger 
beast. For years, 
the university has 
been preparing to 
build a STEM-fo-
cused hub in 
the middle of 
campus, between 
Vaught-Heming-
way and the Grove.
“That is the last space left in 
our science corridor, our last 
building site, and we’re taking 
this very seriously,” Sparks 
said. “We’ve got to get it right 
the first time.”
According to Sparks, the 
university is still “working 
on designs” for the building 
and is looking to secure more 
funds. The STEM building’s 
basement would serve as a 
central home for the uni-
versity’s utilities and data 
processing, and Sparks 
said he hopes to reserve 
an additional top floor for 
future use.
“I’ve asked that, in 
terms of our fundraising 
efforts as they relate to 
capital projects, let’s put 
a focus on the STEM 
facility group,” he said.
The promise of a 
state-of-the-art technol-
ogy hub in the center of 
campus isn’t a new one, 
but it’s one that Sparks 
sees as vital to the uni-
versity’s future.
“We have an oppor-
tunity here that may or 
may not occur during my 
interim but that is one 
of the most important 
buildings for us and for 
our future,” he said. “It’s 
imperative that we pro-
ceed with that facility.”
When the IHL’s search 
process formally begins, 
Sparks won’t be consid-
ered for the job. It’s in the 
IHL laws that the interim 
chancellor may not be se-
lected for the permanent 
position. He will, how-
ever, more than likely be 
asked for his input on the 
candidates. Sparks said 
he’d like to see someone in 
the job who understands 
how important a strong 
relationship with the state gov-
ernment is.
“This is a relationship-based 
state. So (I’d like to see) someone 
that’s good with relationships 
but also someone that has ex-
perience managing and leading 
complex organizations such as 
Ole Miss,” Sparks said.
As far as student representa-
tion in the chancellor search, the 
IHL offers little opportunity for 
direct involvement.
“The first way a student can be 
involved in the search is to par-
ticipate in listening sessions that 
the board of trustees will hold 
on campus,” Blanton said. “The 
date has not been set yet, but we 
will announce the date and other 
details once it has been set.”
Though he says he never 
planned to be the chancellor 
of Ole Miss, Larry Sparks feels 
prepared for the interim job. 
His leadership style will likely 
be one of big-picture thinking 
and measured approaches to 
modern issues, and his eye will 
be on the money.
“You may have some defin-
itive goals and aspirations in 
your mind, but be open because 
opportunities may present them-
selves that you never dreamed 
up and you never knew existed, 
and that’s how I can define this 
one,” Sparks said.
Former Chancellor Jeff Vitter is not 
teaching any classes this semester, despite 
the announcement that he will serve as 
a tenured distinguished professor in the 
School of Engineering’s Department of 
Computer and Information Science.
Dawn Wilkins, chair and professor of 
computer and information science, said 
she was unaware of Vitter’s desire to return 
to faculty until she read the Nov. 9 press 
release announcing his resignation from 
the Office of Chancellor.
“It was as much a surprise to me as it was 
to everyone else,” Wilkins said.
The Institutions of Higher Learning 
announced Vitter’s resignation on Nov. 9 
and emphasized his intent to take a faculty 
position teaching computer science.
“There is no more important role on 
a university campus than as a faculty 
member,” Vitter said in that press release.
Wilkins said Vitter is not teaching a class 
this semester because course schedules 
were set in October, before she was 
informed of his intent to teach classes. 
She said the former chancellor is doing 
research this semester and has an office in 
the Center for Manufacturing Excellence.
“We don’t have space, so we found him 
an office elsewhere on campus,” she said.
A university spokesman said Vitter is 
“not entertaining media inquiries.” Wilkins 
said that for now, the department will 
have to “play it by ear.” She said Vitter 
has a background as a theoretician and 
has done lots of work with big data and 
biomedical research.
“I don’t know what’s going to happen in 
the future, and I don’t know if he will stay,” 
Wilkins said.
WHERE IS JEFF VITTER?
PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
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Make $12-$18 an hour!
at BOTH Oxford locations!
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 2.1.2019 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Woeful word














35 Miss Piggy’s query
36 Very small quantity
37 In working order
38 Slander
40  Fermented malt 
liquor









54  Become less 
intense, die off




64  German industrial 
city
65 E or G, e.g.




  1 First person
  2 Grease (up)
  3 Sounds of pleasure
  4  Everett of “Citizen 
Kane”
  5 Bruins legend
  6 Persian Gulf fed.
  7  Metal, often used as 
a container
  8 Get away
  9 Staggers
10 Cabbage salad
11 ___ about
12 Used to be
13 Placed down










34 Has to have
36 Pressed
37 Living in a city
39  Move to another 
country
40 Large
42  “Treasure Island” 
monogram
45 Take into custody
46  Deficient in 
pigmentation
48 Dreaded mosquito
50  Descartes’s 
conclusion
51  Ali ___ & the 40 
thieves
52 Black cat, maybe
53 Isn’t wrong?
55 Strong as ___
56 Head of France
57 Perfect place
60 Half a fly
61 Sniggler’s catch
62 Genetic material





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 




The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
APARTMENT FOR RENT
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. 
Single occupancy, Ole Miss student 
rental only. $510 (662)832-0117 
CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. With W/ D. Internet/ Ca-
ble. $1250. Available now. 901-262-
1855 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM 2.5 bath town-
house for rent with washer/ dryer in-
cluded. Quiet atmosphere, no pets, 
close to campus. Deposit and 1 year 
lease required. Call (662)234-0000 
BEAUTIFUL 4 BR/4.5 BATH Aspen 
Ridge condo 1 mile from Campus. 
Granite countertops, fire place; stain-
less steel appliances. $1,850/month 
plus utility. No pets. 662-801-2308. 
FULL-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA - Now hiring 
ALL POSITIONS. Apply at Careerspj.
com 
Rebels drop fourth-straight, split season series with Bulldogs
In heartbreaking fashion, 
No. 22 Mississippi State edged 
out Ole Miss, now 14-7 (4-4), 
in an 81-75 battle to split the 
season series. This game marks 
the fourth-straight loss for Ole 
Miss, who has suddenly found 
itself sliding out of the race for 
the top of the SEC by dropping 
four of the last five contests.
After a slow start, the Rebels 
found their shooting stroke 
midway through the first half, 
going on a 13-0 run after a 
timeout that provided much 
needed motivation, enabling 
them to stretch their lead to 
21-15.
“I had to call timeouts 
early trying to coach effort in 
a rivalry game in front of a 
sold-out arena,” head coach 
Kermit Davis said. “That’s 
inexcusable.”
The run came via the 
three ball, with Breein Tyree 
connecting on two attempts from beyond the arc and 
Devontae Shuler drilling one. 
Ole Miss would head into the 
locker room holding a 43-39 
lead behind a strong first half 
from Devontae Shuler, who 
had 14 points and was a perfect 
4-for-4 from the floor at the 
break, including all three of his 
three-point attempts.
With neither team pulling 
away in the second half, the 
game went right down to the 
wire. Reggie Perry, who entered 
the game with just one made-
three-pointer all year, drilled a 
JACK GENTRY 
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
clutch three with 3 1/2 minutes 
remaining to break a 73-73 tie. 
The Rebels struggled to find 
offense late in the game, scoring 
only two points in the final three 
minutes.
Four Rebels finished in double 
figures. Breein Tyree paced Ole 
Miss with 25 points on 7-of-15 
shooting, including knocking 
down 5 of 7 from deep. Terence 
Davis followed up with 15 while 
Devontae Shuler contributed 14, 
all in the first half, and Bruce 
Stevens dropped 13 of his own.
The quartet of Devontae 
Shuler, Terence Davis, Breein 
Tyree and Bruce Stevens 
accounted for 67 of Ole Miss’s 
75 points. The freshmen Blake 
Hinson and KJ Buffen rounded 
out the scoring for the Rebels, 
with Hinson finishing with 7 
points and Buffen, who was 
awarded his first start of the 
season, scoring 1 point.
Rebounding told the story 
on Saturday, with the Bulldogs 
dominating the glass 40-28 
over Ole Miss. These extra 
possessions led to 19 second-
chance points for Mississippi 
State.
“Both of our centers, Bruce 
(Stevens) and Dom (Olejniczak) 
played 40 minutes combined 
— no defensive rebounds,” a 
frustrated Kermit Davis said.
Senior Quinndary 
Weatherspoon led the way for 
Mississippi State, finishing with 
27 points on 7-of-13 shooting. 
In addition, Reggie Perry was 
“a man among boys,” according 
to Kermit Davis. Perry, a 
freshman, scored a career-high 
21 points in the win for the 
Bulldogs.
The schedule lets up for 
a bit for Ole Miss this week. 
The Rebels will kick things off 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in The 
Pavilion against a struggling 
Texas A&M squad which holds 
an unimpressive 8-12 (1-7) 
record. The Rebels will finish 
the week with a matchup on the 
road against Georgia, a team 
that also sits in the basement of 
the SEC at 10-11 (1-7).
PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
Ole Miss guard Terence Davis attempts a layup during the second half of the game against Mississippi State on Saturday. 
Mississippi State won the game 81-75 
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Ole Miss falls to 2-7 in SEC play with loss to Texas A&M
The third quarter of play 
doomed Ole Miss women’s 
basketball for the second time 
in four days.
The No. 20 ranked Texas 
A&M Aggies took an 18-6 
third quarter and never looked 
back, after trailing by three at 
halftime. They defeated Ole 
Miss 72-60 on Sunday. The 
loss is the fourth in a row for 
the Rebels and the seventh-
straight win for Texas A&M.
“I thought we had a valiant 
effort from our group,” 
head coach Yolett McPhee-
McCuin said. “When you 
get to February, it is about 
resilience, toughness and grit. 
When Texas A&M needed it, 
they got it from some special 
players. I thought that was 
the difference in the game, 
and we have a lot to build on 
for the future.”
The Rebels committed 17 
turnovers, including nine in 
the third quarter, and scored 
only six points off of Aggie 
turnovers. The Aggies scored 
19 points off of turnovers.
The Rebels also shot 28 
percent in the second half 
after shooting 44 percent in 
the first half.
“We just have to face our 
fears. That is the word on us: 
We can’t handle pressure. 
We went on a run where 
we couldn’t score and we 
couldn’t get stops,” McPhee-
McCuin said. “I thought we 
got a little stagnant. Our 
spacing was horrific.”
Ole Miss had three players 
scoring double figures. 
Shandricka Sessom led the 
team with 17 points, shooting 
5-7 from the three point line. 
Jhileiya Dunlap scored 14 
points, most of which provided 
a spark near the end of the 
first half. La’Karis Salter added 
12 points.
McPhee-McCuin was quick 
to point out that the team 
could not rely on just a few 
players.
“My group is always waiting 
on someone else to do it 
instead of understanding that 
they have to do it together,” 
McPhee-McCuin said. “When 
you looked at the box score 
against Florida, you can see 
that it was everybody.”
The Aggies had a big 
cushion from the free throw 
line. They made 23 of 27 free 
throws while Ole Miss made 8 
of 15.
“We have got to stop fouling. 
That is something that we 
have preached. That is just a 
discipline thing right now,” 
McPhee-McCuin said. “If you 
cut those numbers in half, 
then it is a different ballgame. 
It is frustrating because we can 
control some of those things.”
Crystal Allen came off 
the bench in this game and 
played 21 minutes. The second 
leading scorer in the SEC was 
held to three total points, 
all from the free throw line, 
lowering her season average 
of 18.1 points per game 
to an average of 17.4. Her 
47-straight free throw streak, 
which led the NCAA, was 
halted in the second half.
The Rebels will travel to 
South Carolina on Thursday 





Ole Miss guard Shandricka Sessom catches a rebound at the game against Texas A&M 
yesterday. The Rebels lost 72-60.
PATRIOTS WIN SUPER BOWL LIII 
The New England dynasty notched its sixth Super Bowl victory last night with the Patriots’ 
13-3 win over the Los Angeles Rams in Atlanta. Sports editor Justin Dial shares his thoughts 
on what this means for the NFL going forward. SEE THEDMONLINE.COM
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
